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From
Multisites to
Multi Networks
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What is a Multisite?

A Multisite is a type of WordPress installation that allows you to create and manage a network of
multiple websites from a single WordPress installation.
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There are two types of Multisites though

Subdomain install Subdirectory install
Primary site Sampe. 0 e O
Site 2 I—» testexample.org > example.org/ahc
Site 3 I—»  example.com ——>  example.org/def
Site 4 —>»  example.net > example.org/ghi
Site ... > (] >  example.org/[. ]
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Possible blocking situation

It's up to you to decide between subdomains and subdirectories if you're activating the Multisite
feature on a new WordPress installation. But if you have an established site, you are forced to use
subdomains.

There could be a clash between the subdirectories for sites created on your new network.

You can switch between subdomain and subdirectory installations once you've finished the
activation though.
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WordPress multilingual - Options

English

German

Italian

Spanish

Subdomain install

example.org

de.example.org

it.example.org

es.example.org

Subdirectory install

example.org

example.org/de

example.org/it

example.orgles

example.org/[..]
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Subdomain installations come with a “but”

Before WordPress 4.5, domain mapping required a domain mapping plugin like WordPress MU
Domain Mappinag.

In WordPress 4.5+, domain mapping is a native feature.

Managing a Multisite with subdomains is technically no problem but might be dismissed by
customers.


https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-mu-domain-mapping/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-mu-domain-mapping/
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What customers like

example.org example.net example.it
| | -
—>  example.org/de —»  example.net/de i example.it/de
| "
—»  example.org/it ——> example.net/it
‘ example.de
——>»  example.net/es
example.com

example.defit

example.es
——>»  example.com/it

—— example.com/es example.esfit
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Tons of Multisites?

Having lots of Multisites only for being able to offer multilingual versions of customers’ websites
can become quickly a cost and organizational overhead.
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WordPress Multi Networks to the rescue

Primary network Network 2 Network 3 Network 4
example.org example.net example.it example.com
| | |
> org/de »  example.net/de —n: example.it/de —>  example.comiit
|

> example.org/it

> ple.net/it ——> example.com/es

»  example.netes
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A quick look at wp_blogs

Field Type Null Key Default Extra
blog_id bigint(20) PRI auto_increment
site_id bigint(20) 0

domain varchar(200) IND Pt1

path varchar(100) IND Pt2

registered datetime 0000-00-00 00:00:00

last_updated datetime 0000-00-00 00:00:00

public tinyint(2) 1

archived tinyint(2) 0

mature tinyint(2) 0

spam tinyint(2) 0

deleted tinyint(2) 0

lang_id int(11) IND 0



Aparecium!

A spell to make hidden objects appear.

It doesn’t work for Multi Networks though. You’ll still need to install the plugin WP Multi Network.



https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-multi-network/
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Real world example - My networks

B AllNetworks «Network 2 x  + v 8 X

<3 C O @& msls.co/wp-admin/network/admin.php?page=networks Q < % A2N»x0O0™

) 552 My Networks & My Sites 4 Multisite Language Switcher (English) "‘ B Hirealloc ;_

aka Networks Networks
All Networks Search Networks

Add Hew \ Bulk actions v 3 items
@ Dashboard ) Network Title Domain Path Sites Network Admins
Jetpack Tech Websites — Primary ploetner.io / 3 realloc
Sites
Msls Documentation msls.co / 2 realloc
Users
Themes
Fitness Websites ploetner.fit / 2 realloc
Plugins
Settings
c Network Title Domain Path Sites Network Admins
j Yoast SEO B
Bulk actions v 3items

Collapse

Thank you for creating with WordPress. Version 6.2
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Real world example - Edit network

@ All Networks < Network # X + v o R
Q< % @N\N*»0>

< C O & ploetner. admir ork/admin.php?pa

) &k MyNetworks &% MySites A Network Admin: Tech Websites [" ¥ Howdy, realloc |5

& Networks Edit Network [ Addnew |

All Networks =
Msls Documentation Network v a

Add New
@ hboard Details A K & Name: Msls Documentation
Dashboar
Sites: 2

@ Jetpack h

Domain https://‘ msls.co ‘

Path ‘ / ‘
Y Themes Use "/"if you are unsure.
K¢ Plugins
Setings Site Assignment A A
ﬂ Yoast SEO Available Subsites Network Subsites
@ WP-Optimize (ploetner.fit/de/) (msls.co/de/)

(ploetner.io/de/)

© Collapse menu (ploetner.io/it/)

Thank you for creating with WordPress. Version 6.2
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Real world example - Sites dashboard

Sites «Network Admin: + v o X

¢« > & msls.co/wp-admin/network/sites.php Q@ < % &N\N»0%

\\i‘» &5 My Networks &% MySites @ Multisite Language Switcher (English)  §/A B Hi, realloc E

Screen Options v Help v

&5, Networks

@ Dashboard AU (2) | Public (2) Search Sites

@ Jetpack Bulk actions v ‘ B 2items
& Sites ( URL Last Updated Registered Users
All Sites msls.co — Main 2023/03/30 2023/03/01 2
Add New
3 ( msls.co/de 2023/03/09 2023/03/01 2
aa Users —
¥ Themes _ .
URL Last Updated Registered Users

K¢ Plugins

Bulk actions v 2 items

Settings

§4 Yoast SEO

Thank you for creating with WordPress. Version 6.2




What else?

You should handle traffic before it hits the installation:

- Redirection of a domain to another
example.net -> example.org

- Redirection of a third level subdomain to a second level subdomain
www.example.net -> example.net

- Force http traffic to https



Thanks! Any questions?

https://ploetner.io/




